Action needed for Senate leaders to allow E-Verify bills a vote
on the Senate floor

For the second year, the House has passed E-Verify legislation and the Senate leadership
will not allow these bills (S-210 and H-5143) out of committee.

E-Verify legislation requires Rhode Island employers with 3 or more employees to
participate in the federally instituted E-Verify system to verify the legal status of new
hires on a prospective basis.

With a state unemployment rate of over 12%, enacting an employee verification program
will open job opportunities for Rhode Island citizens and lawful residents seeking
employment in order to support their families.

The bill, if enacted, would deter employers from exploiting illegal workers and violating
fair labor practice laws.

Given the state’s fiscal crisis and the difficult budget cuts and tax increases that have
been proposed, E-Verify will help alleviate some of the state costs associated with illegal
immigration in the years to come.

Senate President Paiva-Weed should not deprive the full senate a vote on this issue.

Call the following. Ask that the Senate Judiciary Committee vote to allow the E-Verify
bills out of committee so that the full Senate can vote on this issue.

Senate President Paiva-Weed 222-6655
Senate Majority Leader Connors 222-1310

Senate Committee on Judiciary

Legislator Appointment E-mail & Telephone
Senator Leo R. Blais Member sen-blais@rilin.state.ri.us  823-4536
Senator Maryellen Goodwin Member sen-goodwin@rilin.state.ri.us 272-3102
Senator Paul V. Jabour Member sen-jabour@rilin.state.ri.us  751-3300

Senator Charles J. Levesque | Vice Chairperson | sen-levesque@rilin.state.ri.us 683-9194

Senator Erin P. Lynch Member sen-lynch@rilin.state.ri.us 276-5594
Senator Christopher B. Maselli| Secretary sen-maselli@rilin.state.ri.us 349-0103
Senator John F. McBurney Il | Member sen-mcburney@rilin.state.ri.us 725-2459
Senator Michael J. McCaffrey | Chairperson sen-mccaffrey@rilin.state.ri.us 739-7576
Senator Harold M. Metts Member sen-metts@rilin.state.ri.us 272-0112
Senator Rhoda E. Perry Member sen-perry@rilin.state.ri.us  751-7165

Clerk: Robert A. Ricci 222-6625



